CANNON - Appl. No. 09/553,125 

Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of 
claims in the application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1. (currently amended) A method for communicating an audio 
message between a calling telephone apparatus and a called telephone 
apparatus while said called telephone apparatus remains in an on-hook state, 
said calling telephone apparatus and said called telephone apparatus being 
connected to a telephone system, said method comprising steps of: 

receiving a telephone call at a called telephone apparatus from said 
calling telephone apparatus; and 

introducing a digitized version of said audio message relating to a 
call from said calling telephone apparatus over a telephone line to said called 
telephone apparatus while said telephone line of said called telephone apparatus 
remains in said on-hook state : and 

introducing a signal identifying said calling party during a silent 
interval following a first ringing signal provided to said called telephone 
apparatus . 

2. (currently amended) The method of claim 1 . wherein: furth e r 
compr i s i ng tho stop of: introducing a cigna l i dont i fy i ng sa i d ca l l i ng party during a 
ci l ont i nterva l follow i ng a f i ret r i ng i ng signal prov i dod to caid cal l od to l ophone 
apparatus, wh e r e by 

said called telephone apparatus is provided Caller ID information, in 

addition to said audio message. 

3. (original) The method of claim 1 wherein: 

said digitized version of said audio message is of sufficient duration 
to extend beyond a silent interval in which it begins. 
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4. (currently amended) A method for communicating an audio 
message from a calling telephone apparatus to a called telephone apparatus 
while said called telephone apparatus remains in an on-hook state, said calling 
telephone apparatus and said called telephone apparatus being connected to a 
telephone system, said method comprising the steps of: 

receiving a digitized version of said audio message relating to a call 
from said calling telephone apparatus to said called telephone apparatus over a 
telephone line during a silent interval following a ringing signal appearing at said 
called telephone apparatus; 

converting said digitized version of said audio message to an 

acoustic version thereof; and 

introducing said acoustic version to a speaker to produce an 
audible version of said audio message : and 

receiving a signal identifying said called party durin g said silent 
interval following a first ringing signal appearing at said called telephone 
apparatus . 

5. (currently amended) The method of claim 4 . wherein: furth e r 
compr i sing tho ctop of: roco i v i ng a s i gna l identify i ng caid cal li ng party during said 
c i lont i ntorval fol l ow i ng a f i rct ring i ng cigna l appoaring at ca i d ca ll od tolophon e 
apparatus, wh e r e by 

said called telephone apparatus is provided Caller ID information, in 

addition to said audio message. 

6. (previously presented) The method of claim 4 wherein: 

said digitized version of said audio message is of sufficient duration 
to extend beyond said silent interval in which it begins. 
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7. (currently amended) Apparatus for communicating an audio 
message between a calling telephone apparatus and a called telephone 
apparatus while said called telephone apparatus remains in an on-hook state, 
said calling telephone apparatus and said called telephone apparatus being 
connected to a telephone system, comprising: 

a silence detector detecting a silent interval following a ringing 
signal provided to said called telephone apparatus; and 

a signal injector, responsive to said silence detector, introducing a 
digitized version of said audio message relating to a call from said calling 
telephone apparatus to said called telephone apparatus over a telephone line 
during said detected silent intervaliand 

a second signal injector introducing a signal identifyin g said calling 
party during said silent interval following a first ringing sig nal provided to said 
called telephone apparatus . 

8. (currently amended) The apparatus of claim 7 . wherein: furth e r 
compr i e i ng: a cocond oignal injoctor i ntroducing a c i gna l i dont i fying caid cal l ing 
party dur i ng ca i d c il ont intorva l fo l low i ng a first ring i ng s i gna l prov i dod to sa i d 
oa ll od tolophono apparatuo, whoroby 

said called telephone apparatus is provided Caller ID information, in 
addition to said audio message. 

9. (original) The apparatus of claim 7 wherein: 

said signal injector introduces a digitized version of said audio 
message during an interval which begins during said silent interval and extends 
beyond it. 
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10. (currently amended) Apparatus for communicating an audio 
message from a calling telephone apparatus to a called telephone apparatus 
while said called telephone apparatus remains in an on-hook state, said calling 
telephone apparatus and said called telephone apparatus being connected to a 
telephone system, comprising: 

a silence detector detecting a silent interval following a second 
ringing signal provided to said called telephone apparatus; 

a receiver, responsive to said silence detector, receiving a digitized 
version of said audio message relating to a call from a calling telephone to said 
called telephone apparatus over a telephone line during said detected silent 
interval; and. 

a digital-to-analog converter converting said digitized version of 
said audio message to an audio version thereof; a«4 

a speaker responsive to said audio version to produce an audible 
version of said audio messageiand 

a second receiver responsive to said detection bv said silence 
detector of said silent interval following a first ringing signal . 

1 1 . (currently amended) The apparatus of claim 10. wherein: 
furthor compr i c i ng: a oocond roco i vor rocponoivo to said dotoct i on by caid c il onc e 
dotoctor of caid c il ont intorval fo l lowing a firct r i ng i ng signal and, 

wherein said second receiver receives, during said silent interval 
following said first ringing signal, roco i ving a signal identifying said calling party: 

[[.]] 

whereby said called telephone apparatus is provided Caller ID 
information, in addition to said audio message. 

12. (original) The apparatus of claim 10 wherein: 

said receiver receives said digitized version of said audio signal 
during an interval which begins during said silent interval and extends beyond it. 
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